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Dona’s inner child has always been inspired to use the materials 
she found in nature to create unique gifts to share with others.  
She created many new things while babysitting which kept 
the children busy in a positive and educational way. Interest 
in Origami came when she needed a creative outlet that was 
quick, quiet, clean and cheap to do while her infant son slept. 
She started creating origami boxes and couldn’t find paper with 
patterns she was inspired by.  Big Country printers helped Dona 
use her own photos as the pattern on the paper. 

Creating with Birch happened because the bark was collected 
for fire starters and some of the pieces were too beautiful to 
burn.  Dona’s Birch bark Earrings and “Dangly Bits” were invent-
ed and have spread like wildfire since being available for sale. 

Dona has now started to experiment with copper bending, 
inventing a couple of new styles of hooks to hang Dangly Bits 
from which can be utilized for infinite possibilities.  

Dona’s goals for creating involves continuing to share what she makes and encouraging people to 
make their own Dangly Bits, learn origami or copper bending with her.  

Quesnel has a small, but active, home learning community. This 
group features members from diverse backgrounds and is made 
up of both traditional home schoolers and enrolled online learners. 
These young artists range in age from preschool to high school. 
The local Quesnel homeschool group hosts monthly craft events 
along with special artistic field trips (such as “hike and paint” where 
the students hike to a chosen scenic location and paint what 
they see in watercolors.).  This group likes to expose the youth 
to a wide variety of unique opportunities to express themselves 
and participate in local community activities. 

32 Conna Van De Wall West Park Mall Store Front

32 Homeschoolers West Park Mall Display Case
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Angela is a Metis woman who grew up in Western Can-
ada. She is completing her technical diploma in hand 
embroidery from the Royal School of Needlework in the 
United Kingdom. She is also an active member of the 
Embroidery Association of Canada. 

The Embroidery Association of Canada is a group of 
like-minded thread and needle craftsmen providing 
courses, talks, seminars, and exhibitions for people all 
over the world.

Every day, she continues developing her skills in color, 
design, and instruction to obtain her teaching certifi-
cate in Crewel embroidery and be able to pass on this 
historic art.

Jillyan Faye is a whimsical forest witch that 
has been living amongst the trees and 
wild blueberries of Quesnel for 8 years. 
She resides with her consort Steve, and 
together they are raising 4 supremely 
unique feral children. 

Jillyan has been making art since as long 
as she can remember but has only been 
crocheting since January 2025. What 
started as a tentative dip into the world 
of yarn, turned into a hyper-fixation as 
Jillyan explored and mastered techniques 
and stitches. Sparked with inspiration by a 
friend’s Alice in Wonderland themed party, 
Jillyan designed and created a light-up 
7-foot mushroom for a Photo Booth. She 
hopes her art brings the joy of childhood 
back to everyone’s hearts, and makes ev-
eryone feel like a kid again. 

When she’s not galivanting around her 
property with her two dogs or crocheting 
in her craft room she can be found (still 
crocheting) at Erin Sage Tattoo on Reid St, 
selling local art, sustainable clothing and 
supporting her bestie’s tattoo business.

33 Angela Myggland West Park Mall Display Case

34 Jill Rowe West Park Mall Store Front
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Congratulations to our local artists
participating in the ArtWalk

Liane Kimmie, CFP, EPC, RRC
Senior Financial Consultant
Investors Group Financial Services Inc.
Ph. 250-747-2329
liane.kimmie@ig.ca

At age 17, Zoe Strang won third in the B.C art 
teachers scholarship contest across Vancouver. 
She was one of the first 13 students in the Bach-
elor of Fine Arts program at U.B.C with a Bachelor 
of Education, secondary, with a split major in Art 
Education and Teacher-Librarian Science. At the 
time Zoe showed her work at the U.B.C art Gallery. 
In 1989 she began teaching in Quesnel and earned 
her 30-year teaching acknowledgement from the 
Quesnel School District. 

Although she has worked in a variety of media: 
oil, acrylic, drawing, watercolor, and sculpture; the 
distinctive flavor of her style is always recognizable. 
Impressionists have influenced her work at times as 
she found their approach to light, their expressive 
use of color and their loose and free brushstrokes 
highly evocative. 

Zoe has found a wealth of inspiration in the Galler-
ies through Europe, viewing the great masters, both 
in painting and sculpture. She has exhibited and 
sold in various galleries in solo and in group shows.

36 Zoe Gelfond Strang Spirit Square Art Alley

The Quesnel Woodturners guild was founded in 2011. 
It is the result of 6 people interested in turning items 
on a wood lathe who felt they could benefit from each 
other’s knowledge, skills, and techniques. The group 
found it was much more than that as they learned 
from each other, shared tips, and grew their skills and 
artistic abilities. The guild currently has 16 members 
and is still sharing and learning from one another.

As a guild, our mandate is to promote the art of wood, 
turning through the education of its members and the 
public. To this end, the guild holds monthly meetings, 
has hosted symposiums, and has done demos at the 
Quesnel Fall Fair, the Quesnel Farmers Market, and the 
BC Winter Games in Prince George.  The guild has also 
held shows at the Quesnel Art Gallery and attended 
sales at various venues throughout Quesnel.

35 Quesnel Woodturning Guild Willis Harper
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In  Memoriam
Claire Deane was born and raised in Saskatchewan. She moved 
to Quesnel in 1974, with her husband and four kids from a very 
small town with little opportunities. She had her hands on all 
kinds of creations over the years, such as sewing, cross stitch, 

knitting etc. In 2016 
she lost her twin 
brother and her 
husband. To deal 
with her grief and 
meet people Mom 
took up painting. 
She made many 
new friendships 
through her art classes. Her kids are thankful the art world 
became Mom’s place of peace and passion. I often feel that 
some of her paintings expressed a wild side that she could 
only express through art, especially with her sunflowers. 
Missed by her family and artist community.

Donna Deane

CLAIRE DEANE
1940 - 2026
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Find ten (10) words to be eligible to enter the draw. 
Find words displayed at various businesses and drop 
off entry at one of 4 locations (West Park Mall, Quesnel 
Art Gallery, Bouchie Lake Store and Edgewood Farm)
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We are More than Print!
Digital Solutions to help you

and your business thrive!

We build
Custom
websites

Transforming ideas into
powerful websites

Your online
presence is
important,
whether paid  
or organic.

SEO, SEM &
YOUTUBE

IMPRESS BRANDED CONTENT
Our team of storytelling 
professionals will share your client’s 
story with their customers on the 
front page of our digital news 
platforms!

DIGITAL DISPLAY ADS

Our database of more than 
2.5 million people empowers 
our business partners to 
reach their ideal customers 
more granularly with targeted 
audiences.

OUTSTREAM DISPLAY
SOLUTIONS

This format
offers a  
strategic
approach and
placement
of display
advertising.

CONTESTING
Launch a contest
with Black Press
Media and help
your clients  
learn more 
about their
buyers, expand
their email  
list, build  
leads and
collect data.

REAL ESTATE SALES

Connect in-market real estate 
intenders SOLUTIONS from our 
audience with local listings and 
realtors via TodaysHomeBC.com

PROGRAMMATIC

Deliver highly targeted ads by 
following prospective clients as 
they search the web for products 
and services.

NEWSLETTERS MOBILE

With more than
2 Million emails
being served
every month,
your brand  
will get the  
lift it deserves.

Reach customers
wherever they
are. Mobile  
ads maximum
visibility to  
your clients.

Your BUSINESS is Our BUSINESS!
Call Tracey to learn more! 250-992-2121

SOCIAL MEDIA

We’ve grown our social media 
footprint to more than 1 million 
followers, and we can put that 
expert knowledge to work for  
your clients.

TRAVEL SALES SOLUTIONS

The WestCoastTraveller.com 
attracts inspired, vibrant readers 
who are looking to journey and 
discover new destinations.


